FIRST INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM

ANCIENT CULTURES IN SOUTH-EAST EUROPE AND THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN
MEGALITHIC MONUMENTS AND CULT PRACTICES
October 11-14, 2012
PROGRAMME
11.10.2012
Hall 114, 1st Floor, Corpus І, 

South-West University “Neofit Rilski”, Blagoevgrad

14.30-15.30 

Registration

15.30-16.00 

Opening of the Symposium, welcome speeches and addresses 
PLENARY SESSION
16.00-16.20 

Ontology of megalithism



Valeria Fol (Bulgaria)
16.20-16.40 

Controversies in Aegean chronology and European relations



Jan Bouzek (Czech Republic) 

16.40-17.00 

Coffee break
17.00-17.20 
Some Rock-Cut Sanctuaries Of The Eastern Thrace And The Northwest Anatolia In The General Context Of The Related Cults And The Cosmology…



Engin Beksac, Sule Nurengin Beksac (Turkey) 

17.20-17.40
Sanctuaire des roches dédié à Appolon, aux Nymphes et au dieu Pan à Sidirokastro (Serres, Grèce)



Katerina Peristeri (Greece)

17.40-18.00

Discussion

18.00-19.00 

Accommodation 
20.00 


Cocktail
12.10.2012
University Congress Centre "Bachinovo"
07.30-08.45 

Breakfast
09.00-13.00

Oral presentations
Hall І 
HISTORY OF CULTURE. ANCIENT CULTURES
Diana Gergova – Chairman

Maya Vassileva - Secretary
09.00-09.20
The Dolmens Of The Eastern Thrace In The Context of The Related Cults And The Sacred Landscapes And The Cultistical Geography



Engin Beksac, Mustafa Hatipler (Turkey)

09.20-09.40 
The Thracian Tombs. Architecture, Astronomy, Mystery Rites and Megalithic Prototypes



Diana Gergova (Bulgaria)

09.40-10.00 
Thracian And Phrygian Rock-Cut Monuments: A Comparative Overview



Maya Vassileva (Bulgaia)

10.00-10.20 

A Rock-Cut Object in the Arctonnesus (Apoll. Rhod. Arg. І, 1012-1102)
Kalin Porozhanov, Alexandar Portalsky (Bulgaria)

10.20-10-40 

Coffee break
10.40-11.00 

The Left Direction and the Thracian Megalithic Monuments



Irina Shopova (Bulgaria)

11.00-11.20 

Some Contributions to the Hellenic Philippopolis



Ivo Topаlilov (Bulgaria)

11.20-11.40 
Megalithic monuments as a gate towards interdisciplinary research

Harald Gropp (Germany)
11.40-12.00 
Territorial cultural interactions and the main factors of the landscape organization of Early Christian Armenia

Evia Hovhannisyan (Armenia)

12.00-12.20
City of The Sun or the (Re)Birth of Constantinople

Vanya Lozanova-Stantcheva (Bulgaria)

12.20-12.40 Discussion
Hall ІІ

ARCHAEOLOGY
Tamila Potyomkina - Chairman
Alexey Gotsev - Secretary
09.00-09.20 
The Role of so Called "Altars" or Cult Tables in Prehistoric Cult Practices

Malgorzata Grebska (Bulgaria)

09.20-09.40 

The Megaliths of the Ural: the CultPpractice



Tamila Potyomkina (Russia)

09.40-10.00
Disposal of the Dead or Cult of the Dead? A Study of the South Indian Megaliths

Kudupudi Pulla Rao (India)

10.00-10.20 

Les parures du sanctuare thrace de Babyak, Rhodopes Occidentals

Milena Tonkova (Bulgaria)

10.20-10.40 

Coffee break
10.40-11.00 
ArchaeologicalIinvestigation of Megalithic Monuments. The Strelcha Project

Alexey Gotsev (Bulgaria)

11.00-11.20 

Megalithic versus Non-Megalithic Art?
Emília Pásztor (Hungary)
11.20-11.40 
Petroglyphs and Engravings Representation on the Rocks of The Aegean Thrace (Evros prefecture).
Stavros Kiotsekoglou, Stamatis Palazis (Greece)

11.40-12.00
The rock-cut site of the Myrina Kastro: consideration of symbolic aspects

Christina Marangou (Greece)

12.00-12.20 
Burial pits lined with stone slabs along the valley of the river of Mesta in the Roman age 

Miroslava Georgieva (Bulgaria)

12.20-12.40 Excarnation as a main funeral practice in the megalithic monuments 

Nikolai Dermendjiev (Bulgaria)

12.40-13.00

Discussion
Hall ІІІ

ARCHAEOASTRONOMY
Stanisław Iwaniszewski – Chairman
Penka Maglova - Secretary
09.00-09.20 
Astronomical Alignments of the Funnel Beaker Culture timber-and-earthen barrows at Słonowice site 5, Kazimierza District, Little Poland

Stanisław Iwaniszewski (Poland)

09.20-09.40 
The Relation Of The Astronomical Alignments With The Religious Cults Of The Mountain Sanctuary Kokino

Olgica Kuzmanovska-Barandovska, Jovica Stankovski (FYR Macedonia)

09.40-10.00 

New Megalithic Monuments in Siberia (paleoastronomical aspects)

Leonid Marsadolov (Russia)

10.00-10.20 
Sky Orientations of the Gobustan Megaliths

Abasali Rustamov, Gunay Rustamova (Azerbaijan)

10.20-10.40 

Coffee break
10.40-11.00 

Thracian megaliths: typology, construction, characteristics, fate
Dimiter Kolev (Bulgaria)

11.00-11.20 
Megalithic culture of the Eneolithic societies: archaeoasrtonomical aspects
Alexey Stoev, Penka Maglova, Mina Spasova (Bulgaria)

11.20-11.40 

Coffee break
11.40-12.00 
Sun in the cult practices on the territory of the megalithic sanctuary “Buzovgrad”
Alexey Stoev, Penka Maglova, Petar Stefanov, Mina Spasova (Bulgaria)

12.00-12.20

Discussion
Hall ІV

GEOARCHAEOLOGY
Ruslan Kostov – Chairman
Alexey Stoev - Secretary
09.00-09.20 
On the Interpretation of SomePprehistoric “Anthropomorphic” Bone and Marble (Varna Chalcolithic necropolis – Bulgaria), as well as Jade (Hongshan – China) Amulets
Hristo Smolenov, Ruslan Kostov (Bulgaria)

09.20-09.40 
Initiation of the Migration and separation of Indo-Europeans by a Catastrophic Flooding of the Black Sea Region
Yavor Y. Shopov, Тodor Yalamov, Petko Dimitrov, and Dimitar Dimitrov (Bulgaria)

09.40-10.00 
Stone Mushrooms of Thracian Megalithic Sanctuaries in the Aegean Thrace: a Archaeological and Geological Approach



Stavros Kiotsekoglou, Spyros Pagalis (Greece) 

10.00.-10.20
The Cliff Niches of the Eastern Rhodope Mountains
Ivan Todorov (Bulgaria)
10.20-10.40 Coffee break
10.40-11.00
Geomagnetic effects in the landscape and structure of the megalithic sanctuaries on Bulgarian lands.
Alexey Stoev, Penka Maglova, Boyan Benev (Bulgaria)
11.00-11.20 Discussion
Hall V

ETHNOLOGY
Vassil Markov – Chairman 
Dimitriya Spasova - Secretary
09.00-09.20 
"Live" Thracian megalithic sanctuaries from Southwest Bulgaria
Vassil Markov (Bulgaria)

09.20-09.40 

Dragon Rock – Home of the Pirin Dragon
Angel Yankov (Bulgaria)

09.40-10.00 
Herd stone (Govedarov stone) is located 2(two) kilometers near the village Erdzelij

Zoran Citkusev (FYR Macedonia)

10.00-10.20 
Folk Beliefs and Ritual Practices Associated With Megalithic Sites In Southwestern Bulgaria 
Dimitriya Spasova (Bulgaria)

10.20-10.40 

Coffee break
10.40-11.00 
Rock Arch from the Megalithic Complex in the Isara Area near the Town of Strelcha
Nikoleta Petkova (Bulgaria)

11.00-11.20
Megalithic structures through the eyes of folklore
Anton Genov (Bulgaria)

11.20-11.40 Discussion

POSTER PRESENTATIONS: 
Dragon house in Greece 
Apostolos Papageorgiou (Greece)

Theatrical performances, theater buildings and their connection to megalithic monuments 
Xyfti Kassiani (Greece)
Three amphibolе-bearing (including glaucophane) artifacts from the region of Ivailovgrad (Eastern Rhodopes, Southern Bulgaria)
Gergana Kabakchieva, Maria Gurova, Ruslan Kostov (Bulgaria)

13.00-13.30 
Closure of the Symposium – Plenary Hall. University Congress Centre "Bachinovo"
13.30-14.30 

Lunch
14.30-17.30 
Local excursion: visitation of Blagoevgrad History Museum, Blagoevgrad's Old District Varosha, “Vuvedenie Bogorodichno” Church. Leisure time
13.10.2012

RILA MONASTERY TOUR
09.00
Departure from the University Congress Centre "Bachinovo"
09.10
Departure from the SWU “Neofit Rilski”, Corpus І 
10.00-13.00
Arrival in Rila Monastery, visit of the Church “The Nativity of the Virgin”, Historical Museum and the cave of St. Ivan Rilski
14.00


Return in Blagoevgrad
14.10.2012
Departure from Blagoevgrad
